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REVIEWS OF RECENT LITERATURE. 
ANTHROPOLOGY. 

The Aborigines of North-West-Central Queensland. 1 — The Aus- 
tralian aborigines are now ranked by ethnographers as fifth or sixth 
in the list of so-called natural races, the Veddahs of Ceylon being 
the lowest in the scale of savage culture. A few Anglo- Australians 
have appeared as earnest champions of the " Blacks," but the supe- 
rior race commonly regards them as brutal and degraded, and the 
advent of the whites has been an even more disastrous event to the 
aborigines than in America. Disease, alcohol, and lead have rapidly 
reduced their numbers. A thorough and comprehensive study of the 
Australian tribes has never been attempted, and the information now 
obtainable from the miserable remnants of the race can afford us 
but an imperfect knowledge of their former condition. It is to be 
regretted, therefore, that such painstaking investigations as those of 
Dr. Roth were not made a century ago. The territory embraced in 
these Ethnological Studies is designated North-West-Central Queens- 
land and lies beyond the region described by Lumholtz. 

The book contains 184 pages of text, about one-third of which is 
devoted to the language of the twelve tribes that occupy that portion 
of the colony. The elementary grammar and the list of words 
selected for tabular comparison from the various dialects supply a 
much better basis for further linguistic study than the meager vocab- 
ularies previously published from that quarter. A vocabulary of 
about 600 words of the Pitta-Pitta dialect is given and about 200 
more are included in the grammar. From the large number of vowel 
sounds we can easily believe the statements of other writers that the 
language is "soft, vocalic, and melodious." 

We are led to infer that the sign-language is not very generally 
known to the whites, rather than that it is but rarely practised by the 
aborigines, as is stated by other writers. A recent authority declares 
that these northern tribes are more intelligent than those of South 
Australia. Another writer, however, asserts that the southern tribes 
are the more intelligent. The message sticks figured are inferior to 
those of East Australia. The remarkably complex nomenclature of 

1 Ethnological Studies among the North-West-Central Queensland Aborigines. 
By Walter E. Roth, Brisbane, Government Printer, 1897. 
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classes and individuals is described in detail and rendered more 
easily comprehensible by a table, or family tree. The decorative art 
of these people seems not to have passed that primitive form of 
expression exhibited in body painting ; the patterns used are shown 
in color drawings. Rock paintings are almost unknown. The vari- 
ous kinds of vegetable and animal foods are enumerated and some 
account given of their preparation. No mention is made of those 
fruits and bulbs which in other parts of the continent are rendered 
innocuous by elaborate preparation before they can be used. We 
notice that the green ant is eaten raw. The method of capture differs 
somewhat from that in vogue elsewhere ; instead of allowing the ants 
to crawl up a stick into the mouth of the hunter, he stamps upon the 
ant-hill until the ants run up his legs, when they "get scraped or 
swept off as fast as they come up." 

A chapter is devoted to the subject of sports and festivals, includ- 
ing an account of the Molonga set of corroborees which require 
five nights for their completion. 

The most interesting and valuable part of the work is that dealing 
with the medical practice and the superstitious rites and ceremonies 
of the aborigines. This sort of material is the most difficult to 
obtain from savages, or, for that matter, from people in any grade of 
culture. The subject of religion is not separately treated, and the 
incidental references are unsatisfactory and incomplete. Careful 
inquiries were made, but all the information obtained is summed up 
in a single sentence : " In his natural state, the fear of death is but 
as nothing to the savage ; he has a hazy notion of the corpse ' getting 
older and moving about elsewhere ' when he ceases to bring food and 
tobacco any longer to the burial-place ; he has no dread of future 
punishment, no hope of reward in another life." Dr. Roth's pro- 
fessional training and familiarity with the Boulia language enabled 
him to thoroughly investigate the causes and results of the mutilations 
practised by these people; his conclusions tend to disprove the 
accepted theories accounting for the mika operation. The brief 
papers of Miklukho-Maclay and the accounts of other writers have 
given some information concerning these ceremonies and the sexual 
relation in general, but the present work is the most complete that 
has yet appeared. 

A very full index and glossary is furnished. Drawings to the 
number of over 400 add materially to the value of the work, though 
the arrangement of the explanations of the plates at the beginning 
of the volume is not a convenient one. 



